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The Prince in his usual overbearing manner replied:

It would certainly have been advisable to leave the family
behind at Daulatabad, if the enemy was like Dara Shikuh.
We know what Mu'azzam is? His men are only taught
courtesies. They have no idea of warfare, while I expect
great things from my men. As for Firuz Jang, I do not
deem it advisable to leave the direct route for the sake of
a blind man like him.1

The battle of Jajau, fought in the neighbourhood of Agra>
decided the fate of the Imperial throne in favour of Mu'azzam.
Aezam and his son Bidar Bakht were killed and Mu'azzam
proclaimed himself Emperor with the title of Bahadur Shah.
He adopted a policy of general conciliation and forgiveness.
All those who had joined A'zam or Kam Bakhsh were treated
in a most generous manner. When certain envious persons
brought to the notice of the new Emperor that it was
dangerous to repose confidence in the followers of
A'zam, he replied that if his own sons had been in the
Deccan at that time, the exigencies of the situation wrould
have left no other alternative for them but to join their
uncle.2

The new Emperor invited the leading nobles of the realm
to the Court. A similar invitation was sent to Firuz Jang, who
was much in dread of Bahadur Shah because, during the
siege of Golconda, it was on his report that the Emperor dis-
graced the latter and put him into confinement on the charge
of disloyal intentions. But the letters sent by Muncim Khan,
Prime minister of Bahadur Shah, reassured him. In the words
of Iradat Khan:

That experienced statesman, opening his eyes on the vicissi-
tudes of life, saw that it was his interest if his Majesty
would forget the past and not molest him in his fortune,
to bow his head in submission----He embraced the pro-
mises of the Minister and thankfully accepted the Subedar!
of Ahmedabad (Gujerat). He accordingly crossed the

1 Ma'athiru'l-Umara, vol. II, pp. 877-78.                                              ~

2 Khafi Khan, voL II, p. 600.